
  
 

Public Safety and Court Services Committee 
Minutes 
Lee County, Illinois 
Nov 13, 2023 at 10:30 AM CST 
Old Lee County Courthouse, Third Floor, 112 E 2nd St, Dixon, IL 61021 

 
I. Call to Order  

Meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m., by Chair Mike Koppien.  
 

II. Committee Member Roll Call: Chair Mike Koppien, Vice Chair Keane Hudson, Katie 
White, Angie Shippert, Michael Pearson  
 

Mike Koppien, Keane Hudson, Katie White, and Angie Shippert all attended in person. 
Mike Pearson (10:37-10:50) attended via Zoom video conferencing. 
 

Also present: Dean Freil and Tom Kitson (Board Members), Charley Boonstra (State's 
Attorney), Wendy Ryerson (current Lee County Administrator), Staci Stewart (Director 
of Probation and Court Services), Clay Whelan (Sheriff), Jeremy Englund (incoming 
Administrator), and Becky Brenner (Board Secretary) all attended in person.  
 

During the meeting, Tom Kitson introduced Jeremy Englund as the incoming Lee 
County Administrator. Jeremy was hired on November 13, 2023. Wendy Ryerson, the 
current Administrator, will be retiring within the coming weeks. 
 

III. Public Attendees  
No members of the public were in attendance.  
 

IV. Approval of the Minutes from the Previous Meeting - (October 10, 2023)  
Minutes from the October 10, 2023, Public Safety and Court Services Committee 
Meeting were approved as presented with modification.  
 

V. Animal Control  
No one was in attendance from Animal Control.  

 

VI. Circuit Clerk  
Amy Johnson was not able to attend the meeting but submitted a detailed report. The 
full report will be attached to the minutes and included in the November County Board 
agenda packet.  
 

VII. Judges, Coroner, and Public Defender  
No one was in attendance from the Judges, Coroner, or Public Defender's Offices.  
 

VIII. Emergency Management Agency  
Kevin Lalley was not able to attend the meeting but submitted a detailed report. The 
full report will be attached to the minutes and included in the November County Board 
agenda packet.  

 

 
 

https://app.onboardmeetings.com/220bf3328e474e939ac789d4db608f4f-1101/meetingDetail/b6b7fd7947f847b0a67bc559fc20dd49-1101


  
 

IX. Probation  
Staci Stewart reported that her office had a signed union contract and continues to 
navigate through the changes associated with pretrial reform. Adjustments have been 
made within the office, but up until now, no weekend court has been required.  
 

X. Sheriff  
Clay Whelan submitted a detailed report to the committee. The full report will be 
attached to the minutes and included in the November County Board agenda packet. 
Clay took the time to recognize the lifesaving measurers and exemplary performance 
exhibited by Telecommunicator Dylan Ehlers and Deputy Alejandro Castro. Due to their 
coaching, instructions, and decisive actions, a 52 year was revived from an 
electrocution. Both will be presented with a Life Saving Award at the November 
County Board Meeting.  
 

XI. State's Attorney  
Charley Boonstra reported that the office continues to navigate through the impacts of 
the Safety Act. He also reported that the resolution for the annual Appellate 
Prosecutor would be working its way to the County Board meeting. The Appellate 
Prosecutor's Office is used in conflict cases and appeals. Charley explained that bond 
reform would most likely increase the need for assistance from the Appellate 
Prosecutor's Office due to an anticipated increase in appeals.  
 

A. Quarterly Update on the Collection of Unpaid Fines - State's Attorney  
Charley gave the following updates on the collection of unpaid fines: 

• In October of 2023 - $3,321.39 had been collected 
• Total collected so far in 2023 - $56,016.68 
• Total collections since 2019 - $207, 540 

 
XII. Report of Abandoned Property Focus Group  

• The committee reviewed a list of properties identified within the County, in 
which active mitigation, in some fashion, is being pursed. The major focus is the 
property located at the intersection of Route 251 and 30.  

• Also reviewed by the committee was a list of properties within the City of Dixon 
that were identified as part of the Abandoned Property Grant Application. The 
grant application, which would only apply to properties zoned residential, was 
submitted as a joint effort between Lee County, the City of Dixon, and the 
Village of Franklin Grove. The County had two (2) properties identified within 
the grant application. The two properties have already been cleaned up and 
mitigated. The hope is that the County will be reimbursed for these costs.  

• The committee briefly discussed a property in Nelson with an open septic 
system. The Health Department is working to mitigate the danger. $1,200 in 
ARPA funds have been invested to close/seal the septic system.  
 

XIII. Unfinished Business  
There were no items under Unfinished Business.  
 



  
 

XIV. New Business  
There were no items under New Business.  
 

XV. Executive Session  
There was no request for an Executive Session.  
 

Before the meeting adjourned, Keane Hudson announced that the annual Veteran's 
Tree Lighting Ceremony at Veteran's Memorial Park would be held on Saturday, 
December 2, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. He went on to explain that the different lights on the 
tree represented three different wars/conflicts and that every bulb represented a 
soldier that was Missing in Action. Keane was honored to inform the committee that 
this year there would be one less bulb on the tree. Earlier in the year the remains of 
U.S. Army Private Myron Elton Willams, soldier during World War II, had been 
accounted for and had brought home and laid to rest.  
 

XVI. Adjournment  
Motion to adjourn at 10:50 a.m. Moved by Keane Hudson. Second by Angie Shippert. 
Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Becky Brenner - Board Secretary 

 



CIRCUIT CLERK OFFICE REPORT 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND COURT SERVICES COMMITTEE 

NOVEMBER 13, 2023 

 

 
Last week, the Circuit Clerk’s office had a demonstration done by Journal Technologies on their 

case management system.  We will be getting a quote from them in the near future.  We are also 

currently in the process of getting a quote from Goodins Associates. 

 

The AOIC’s office recently informed us the Supreme Court is continuing the Court Technology 

Modernization Grant for Fiscal Year 2024.  Funding Requests are due by January 12, 2024.  

Department Heads in the New Courts Building are aware of this, and we will be working 

together on this project to continue to improve technology in the Courts.    

 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

___________________________ 

Amy Johnson 

Lee County Circuit Clerk 

 



Lee County Emergency Management Agency  
 

  
   
 
Major Ac�vi�es for the Month of October 2023  

• Worked on Recep�on Center document for IEMA training in December. 
• Atended IEMA online seminar.  
• Provide informa�on to Sheriff’s personnel on how to access SaS’s and other equipment at airport. 
• Received test radios from Motorola for Court Security and Sheriff’s Office. 
• Installed weather resistant cameras on CIRU. 
• Worked on Drone policy as required by the State of IL. 
• Moderated LCVC GSAR mee�ng. 
• Returned call to Shaw news.  
• Worked on total inventory for EMA. 
• Setup and configured room for upcoming Clerks training. 
• Completed DCEO report - sent DCEO report to Becky for Chairmans signature - forwarded signed 

DCEO reports to Springfield. 
• Corrected issue with Samsung TV changing inputs in EOC. 
• State inspec�ng Generators and support equipment. 

o Block heater and batery maintainer malfunc�oning on Genset at Highway Dept. 
• Ordered APX 6000 programming cable for Sheriffs radios. 
• Reviewed Federal/State policy on COVID items to be discarded. 
• Atended Zoom Training Recovery and Resilience Children in Disaster. 
• Updated drone so�ware in aircra�, controller, and bateries. 
• Atended STIC briefing on Middle East. 
• Assisted with the modifica�on for the ICS205 for Galena. 
• Setup NWS SLACK on desktop. 
• Atend IEMA quarterly mee�ng.  
• Provided assistance for Galena Parade - setup and correct comms issues.  
• Worked on PPP for IEMA Ops week on SVCC Recep�on center. 
• Worked on agenda and PPP for LCVC Training in November            

    
Kevin E. Lalley, Director 
Lee County Emergency Management 

 

 

309 S Galena Avenue, Suite 325, Dixon, IL 61021-3090                                                                                   
Office: 815-284-3365,  Fax: 815-284-3367,   24/7: 815-284-3361 Email – ema@countyoflee.org 


















